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Webber/Moore Broadcasting Company Limited Partnership ("Webber/Moore") hereby

submits the supplemental information requested by the Presiding Judge at the March 12, 1993

prehea.ring conference in this proceeding.

Attached is the declaration of Spurgeon W. Webber, ill, a general partner of

Webber/Moore. The declaration outlines the basis for Webber/Moore's decision that in the

current economic environment, a stand-alone television station in the Jacksonville, North

Carolina area is not economically feasible.

WEBBER/MOORE BROADCASTING
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP COMPANY

Reddy, Begley & Martin
1001 22nd Street, N.W.
Suite 350
Washington, D.C. 20037

April 6, 1993

ByJ:~e-?8~
Dennis F. Begley

Its Counsel
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DECLARATION

Spurgeon W. Webber, ill, hereby declares under penalty of perjury that the

following is true and correct:

1. I am a general partner of Webber/Moore Broadcasting Company Limited

Partnership ("Webber/Moore"), an applicant for a construction permit for a new UHF television

broadcast station at Jacksonville, North Carolina (File No. BPCT-920114KG). The application

was prepared under my direction. I have been the partner generally responsible for managing

the partnership affairs.

2. I first became aware of the availability of the TV channel at Jacksonville,

North Carolina in the Summer of 1991. As a long-time resident of North Carolina, I have been

looking for the opportunity to own and operate a broadcast station in the state. My father had

been involved in a group that had filed for and constructed a television station near Charlotte,

North Carolina. This endeavor had been very worthwhile I initially believed a station in

Jacksonville, North Carolina could be equally successful. Accordingly, I contacted several

friends that I thought would be interested in investing in a Jacksonville station. We formed

Webber/Moore Broadcasting Company Limited Partnership. At the time, we believed that a

stand-alone television station in Jacksonville was feasible.

3. Subsequent to filing the Webber/Moore application, I continued to

investigate the feasibility of a stand-alone station in the Jacksonville market. Specifically, I

reviewed the economy of the area by discussing it with area residents and community leaders

and reading area business publications. I also discussed the economic feasibility of a stand-alone

operation with my counsel and my father.
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4. I discovered that the economy of the area is depressed and getting worse.

Significant plant closings have seriously crippled the area's economy. These include closings

of a Weyerhauser plant, several concerns involved in the boating industry, and reductions at the

Camp LeJune Marine Base. Unemployment in the area has significantly increased and there is

little prospect of this trend abating. Additionally, those employed in the area tend to have low

paying positions. Of major significance to the area are the continuing reductions, and threats

of further reductions, at the Camp LeJune Marine Corps Base. The Base is the principal

employer in Jacksonville and Onslow County. Some estimates indicate that proposed reductions

in the Base will result in double-digit unemployment in this area.

5. Additionally, both my father and my counsel indicated the economic

prospects of a stand-alone television station in the Jacksonville market are not good. My father,

as I have previously stated, was actively involved in a group that constructed and operated a

station in the Charlotte, North Carolina market. While this' station was successful, he indicated

~at he did not believe that the Jacksonville area, particularly in the current economy, would

support a stand-alone station. Additionally, my counsel advised me that several other stations

had been authorized for this area, but had never been built. Presumably, the permittees of those

stations did not believe the stations would be economically viable. Accordingly, he felt that in

the current economic environment, it would be very difficult to make a success of a station in

Jacksonville without affiliating with another station in a nearby community.

6. Accordingly, Webber/Moore concluded that the prospects of operating a

new UHF television station in the Jacksonville area were not good. As such, when

Webber/Moore was offered the opportunity to dismiss its application in return for reimbursement
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of a portion of our expenses, it concluded that such action would be in its best interests. The

merged entity proposed by Local Television Associates, Inc. and Charles Fitzgerald, and the

operation of a Jacksonville station as a satellite, appears to offer the best -- and perhaps only --

opportunity for service to the Jacksonville, North Carolina area.

Dated this 30th day of March, 1993.

~q, k-k~
~p eon W. Webber, ill



CERTIFICATE or SEB.VICE

I, Pamela R. McKethan, hereby certify that on this 6th day of April, 1993,

copies of the foregoing COMMENTS OF WEBBERIMOORE BROADCASTING

COMPANY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP were hand delivered and mailed, first class,

postage prepaid, to the following:

Administrative law Judge Joseph Chachldn *
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W., Room 226
Washington, D.C. 20554

Robert zauner *
Hearing Branch
Enforcement Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Suite 7212
Washington, D.C. 20554

David D. Oxenford, Jr., Esquire
Fisher, Wayland, Cooper & Leader
1255 23rd Street, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20037

Counsel for Local Television Associates, Inc.

Howard J. Barr, Esquire
Pepper & Corazzini
1776 K Street, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006

Counsel for Charles Fitzgerald

~{Jf1tc~
Pamela R. McKethan
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